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ARBOR VITA,&. 


The DESCRIPTION and PLACE 


SHE Tree of Life is a Succulent 
Plant, conſiſting of one only 
Rrait Stem, on ti e Top of which 
Wa P;ftillum or Apex, tho' at ſome 
times Glandzform, and reſembling a M.y-Cher- 
7y; tho” at others more like the Nut of the 
Arvelana or Fillbert- Iree. | z 
Its Fruits, contrary to moſt others, grow 
_ near the Root; they are uſually no more than} 
twoin Number, their Bigneſs ſomewhat ex-| 
_ ceeding that of an ordinary Nutmeg ; both 
contain'd in one ſtrong Sz:qua, or Purſe, 
which together with the whole Root of the 
Plant. 1s commonly thick ſet with numerous 
Fibrills, or capillary Tendrils, 
:- e T ree 1s of flow Growth, and re- 
quires Time to bring it to Perfection, rarely 
. feeding to any purpoſe before the fifteenth 
Year; when the Fruit's coming to goed Mar 
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turity, yield a viſcous Juice or balmy Suc- 
cus, which being from time to time diſcharg'd 
at the P:ifillum, 1s moſtly beſtow'd upon the. 
open Calix's of the Prutex Vulvaria or Flower- . 
ing Shrub, uſually ſpreading under the Shade 
of this Tree, and whoſe Parts are, by a won- 
derfal Mechaniſm adapted to receive it. _ 

The ingenious Mr. Richard Bradley 1s of 
Opinion, the Frutex 1s hereby impregnated, 
and then firſt begins to bear ; he therefore 
accounts this Succus the Farina Fecundans of. 
the Plant : And the learned Leonhard Fuckſius, 
in his Hiftoria flirpuum infigntorum obſerves the 
greateſt Sympathy between rhis Tree and. 
Shrub ; they are, ſays he, of the ſame Genus, 
and do beſt inthe ſame Bed : The Vulvaria zt- 
ſelf, being indeed no other than a Female Arbor. 
Vitg. | CS. #1, 

It is produced in moſt Countries, tho' it. 
Thrives in ſome more than others; where it 
alſo encreaſes to a larger Size z the Height 
here in England rarely paſſes Nine, or, at the 
Moſt Eleven Inches, and that chiefly 1n Kent; 
whereas 1n Jreland it comes to far greater D1- - 
 menſions, 1s fo good, that many of the Na-. 
tives entirely ſubſiſt upon it ; and when 
tranſplanted, have been ſometimes known 
to raiſe good Houſes, with fingle Plants of 
this: Soxt,-7 5+ 5 w50D =, | 

| As the Iizfþ Soil is accounted the beſt, o-- 
thers areas remat kably bad for its Cultivati- 
on, and the leaſt and worſt in the World axe © 
ſaid to be about Harborongh, and the Forreſt of 
Sherwood, ny = 
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The Stem ſeems to be of the ſenſitive Tribe 
tho' herein differing from the more common 
Sanfitive, that whereas they are known to 
ſhrink and retire from even the gentleſt 
Touch of a Lady's Hand, this riſes on the 
contrary, and extends itſelf, when it is ſo 


In Winter it is not ſo eaſy to raiſe theſe 
Trees without a hot Bed, but in warmer Wea+ 
| ther they ſtand well in the open Air. fy 
' In the latter Seaſon they are ſubje& to be- 
come weak and flaccid, and want Support ; 
for which Purpoſe, ſome Gardeners have 
thought of ſplintering them'up with Brrchin 
Tw1gs, which has ſeem'd of ſome Service for 
the preſent, tho' the Plants have very ſoon 
come to the ſame, or a more drooping State 
than before. | oI4s rh ee ot ek 
_ The late ingenious Mr, Motteux thought of 
reſtoring a fine Plant, he had in this Condi- 

\ on, by tying it up with a Temex, or Cord 
made of the Bark of the Vitex, or Hempen- 
Tree : But whether he made the Ligature too 
ſtreight, or that the Nature of the V7ztex. is 
really in itſelf pernicious, he quite kill'd his 
Plant thereby ; which makes this univerſal- 
ly condemn'd as a dangercus Experiment. 

Some Y:rtuoſi have thought of improving 
their Trees foi ſome Purpoſes, hy taking off 
the Natmegs, which is however a bad way, 
they never ſeed after, and are good for little 
more than making Whiſtles of, which /are 
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imported every Year from Italy, and*ſell ins 


deed at a good Price. 


"Some other curious Gentlemen have en-' 


deavour'd to inoculate their Plants on the 
| Stock of the Medlar, and that with a Manure 
of human Ordure; but this has never been ap- 


prov'd, and I have known ſome Trees brought 


to a very i! End by ſuch Management. 


The natural Soil is certainly the beſt for | 


their Propagation, and that is in hollow Pla- 
ces, that are warm and near Salt Water, beſt. 
known by their producing the ſame Sort of 


Tendrils as are obſerv'd about the Roots of 


the Arbor itſelf. Some Cantions, however, 
are yery neceſſary, eſpecially fo young Bo- 


taniſts; and firſt, to be very diligent in keep= 


ing their Trees clean and neat, a pernicious 


Sort of Inſect, not unlike a Morpione or Ci- 


mex, being very ſubjett to breed amongſt 


the Fibrille, which, if not taken heed of, 


and timely deſtroy'd, proves often of very 
dangerous Conſequence.  _ ; 
another Caution, no leſs uſeful, we have 
from that excellent and judicious Botaniſt, 
Mr. Humphry Bowen, to beware'ofa poifonoas 
Species of Yulvaria, too often miſtaken for 
the wholeſome one, and which, if ſaffer'd 
too near our Trees, will very greatly en- 
danger their well-being. He tells-us in the 
12th Volume of his large Abridgment of Iz 
| 2rintinge, that before he had acquir'd his 
preſent Judgment and Experience, ſome of 
his Plants have often been Sufferers thro? 
uh this 
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this Miſtake, and he has ſeen a tall thriving 
Tree, by the Contra& only of this veno- 
m: us Shrub, become'poroſe ſcabioſe, and co- 
ver'd with fungous Excreſcences not unlike the 
Fruits of the Frcus Sylveftris ; in which Caſe 
the Succus alſo has loſt both its Colour and 
Vertue; and the Tree itſelf has fo much par-_ 

taken of the Nature of the venomous Shrub 
that had hurt it, that itſelf has-become ve- 
* Nomous, and ſpread the Poiſon throughout 
the whole Plantation. 
Theſe Diſtempers of a Tree of the greateſt 
_ - Uſe and Value, thave employ'd the Labour s 

| of the moſt eminent Botanfts and Gardeners 
to ſeek out Remedies for them ; m which, 
however, none have {ſucceeded like the cele- 
brated Dr. Miſaubin who from his profound 
Knowledge in Botany, has compos'd a moſt 
elaborate Work upon all the Things that can 
happen, both to the Arbor Vite and Vulvaria 
 alfo: There he has taught a certain Cure for 
_ all theſe Evils, and, what is moſt wonderful, 
has even found ont a Way of making the 
moſt venomous FYulvaria itſelf wholeſome, 
which he praCtites daily to the Satisfaction 

of all that apply to him. _ 
Theſe venomous Yulvaris, are but too com- 
mon in moſt Gardens about London, there are 
- many inSt. Fames's Park, and more in the ce- 


Jebrated Gardens at "IEA Hall over the Water. | 
The Names and Virtues. 
Beſides the common Name of Arbor Vite, 
a very learned Philoſopher and great my 
wou 
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wou'd have it calld, Arbor Scientie bon: & 
malt, believing, upon very good Grounds, 
this is the Tree which grew- in the Middle 
of the Garden of E — , and whoſe Fruits 
were ſo alluring to our firſt Mother. Others 
would have it called the Mandrake of Leah, 
perſuaded it 1s the ſame whoſe Juice made. 
the before barren Rachel, a joyful Mother of 

Children. +. 5A 
The learned Madam D' Acier tn her Notes 
upon Homer, contends it ſhould be called 
MNepenthes, ES $ Fo nn et 

She gives many Rezſons why it certain- 

ly is that very Plant, whoſe Fruits 
the Egyptian Queen recommended to Heley, 
as a certain Cure for Pain and Grief of all 
Sorts, and which ſhe ever after kept by her 
as her moſt precious Jewel, and made uſe 

_ of as a Panacrea upon all Occaſions. 
The great Dr. Bentley calls it more than 
"once Machera Herculis, having prov'd out 
of the Fragments of a Greek Poet, that of 
this Tree was made that Glub, with which 
the Hero is ſaid to have overcome the Fifty 
wild Daughters of Theſpius, but which Queen 
Omphale afterwards reduced to a Diſtatt: O- 
thers have thought the celebrated Heſperian 
{ Trees were of this Sort ; and the very Name 
of Poma Peneris frequently given by Authors | 
to the Fryits of this Tree, 1s a ſufhcient 
Proof theſes werexeally the Apples, for which 
three Goddefles contended in ſo warm a 
Manner, and to which the Queen of Beauty 


had undoubtedly the ſtrongeft Title, The 
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| The Virtues are ſo many, a large Volume | 
might be wrote of them ; the Juice taken 
inwardly cures the Green Sickneſs, and o-| 
_ ther Infirmities of the like Sort, and is a| 
true Specifick in moſt Diſorders of the Fair 
Sex: It indeed cauſes Tumours in the Um- 
 bilical Region ; but even thoſe being really | 
.of no 11] Conſequence, diſperſe of themſelves | 
in a few Months. I 
It chears the Heart, and exhildctits the | 
Mind, quiets Jars, Feuds and Diſcontents, 
making the moſt churliſh Tempers ſarpri- 
_ zingly kind and loving; nor have private 
' Perſons only been the better for this recon- | 
ciling Virtue, but whole States and King- | 
doms 3 nay, the greateſt Empires in the | 
World have'often receiv'd the Benefit of |? 
it ; the moſt deſtruQtive Wars have been en- ' 
ded, and- the moſt friendly Treaties been | 
produced, by a right Application of this uni- | 

verſal Medicine, among the chief of the con- 
tending Parties. 

If any Perſon is deſirous to fee this excel- 4 
lent and wonderful Plant, in good Perfe&i- * 
pn, may meet with it at the aforementions | 
ed Mr, Bowen's Garden, at Lambeth, who | 
calls it the Silver Spoon Tree, and 1s at all | 
Times ready to oblige his Friends with the | 
Sight of it. : 


